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After  long  delay,  the  security  price  for  the  I9U8  Greek  currant  crop 
has  been  fixed  at  2,300  drachmas  per"  "oka  ( 8.r7Te'ntT^elr_pound and  for 
sultana  raisins  at  2,750  drachmas  per  oka  (9*7  cents  per  pound).  Growers 
were  dissstisffed  with  these  low  prices,  especially  since  they  were  set 
'  so  \ate  in  the  season. 


The  British  Board  of  Trade  has. announced  that  as  of  March  7  it  has 
granted  "an  open  general  license  which  permits  the  following  nuts  to  be 
imported  without  restrictions:     chestnuts  and  walnuts  in  shell  consigned 
from  France;  chestnuts,   filberts  and  walnuts  in  shell,  from  Italy; 
almonds,  chestnuts  and  filberts  in  shell,  from  Spain,  and  filberts  in 
shell,  from  Turkey. 


Reports  from  Shanghai  state  that  17,330  bales  (500  pounds  gross) 
of  cotton  arrived  at  that  port  in  February  19^9  as  compared  to  only  9,670 
bales  in  January.    Arrivals  of  imported  cotton  at  Shanghai  for  the  first 
7  months  of  the  current  season  (beginning  August  1,  19^8)  were  reported 
at  105,000  bales,   of  which  58,700  bales  were  from  the  United  ^tates  and 
1|6,300  bales  fri?m  India.       Deliveries  to  mills  of  imported  cotton  from 
stocks  in  port  amounted  to  63,700  bales  during  tie- month  of  February  19U9« 
Port  stocks  on  February  28,  19U9,  at  Shanghai  were  reported  at  125,000 
bales,   of  which  96,000,  bales  were  aid  cotton  from  the  United  States. 


The  Government  of  Pakistan,     after . consultation  with  representatives 
of  the " Government  of  India,  has  decided  not  to  enforce  the  lapsing  clause 
in- regulations  regarding  cotton  purchased  for  export  to  India  during  the 
.first  quota  period  but  not  shipp 3d~prior  to  February  28^     (See  Foreign 
Crops  and  Market  s, .  March  l'l;,  I9I4.9 .  )     The  validity  of  licenses  which  would 
have  expired,  on  that  date  is  extended  through  May  15,.  19^9 •     Licenses  for 
the  balance  — 350,000  Pakistan  bales  — of  the  I9I4.S-U9  quota  of  650,000  bales 
(5^2,000  bales  of  500  pounds)  will  be  issued  immediately,  valid  for 
shipment  through  August  yi% 
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WORLD  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  DECLINES 

World,  production  of  flue -cured  tobacco  for  the  year  "beginning 
July  1,  1948  is  estimated  at  1,805  million  pounds,  which  is  a  decline 
of  77  million  pounds  or  about  4  percent  from  the  record  production  of 
1,882  million  pounds  in  1947-48.    It  is  also  slightly  smaller  than  the 
large  1946-47  crop  of  1,832  million  pounds,  but  it  is  46  percent  above 
the  1935-36  through  1939-40  annual  average  of  1,238  million  pounds. 

Increased  world  demand  for  flue -cured  leaf  has  encouraged  larger 
plantings  in  most  producing  countries .    Since  the  war  there  has  been  a 
decided  shift  in  consumer  demand  from  dark  and  cigar  tobaccos  to  flue- 
cured  and  certain  other  light  types  used  principally  in  cigarettes . 
The  world  effective  demand  for  flue -cured  tobacco  and  especially 
United  States  flue -cured  would  be  considerably  greater  If  it  were  not 
for  the  general  shortage  of  dollar  exchange,  and  trade  restrictions  by 
the  principal  tobacco  importing  countries. 

United  States.    The  1948  flue -cured  crop  was  18  percent  below  the  1947 
outturn,  according  to  the  latest  official  estimate.    A  production  of 
1,081  million  pounds  was  obtained  from  882,800  acres.    The  1948  yield 
of  1,225  pounds  per  acre  was  the  highest  on  record  and  is  attributed 
to  heavy  applications  of  fertilizer,  close  planting  and  generally 
favorable  growing  conditions „    The  1948  production  was  25  percent 
above  the  prewar  (1935-39)  average.    The  crop  was  60  percent  of  the 
world  total  flue -cured  production,  compared  with  the  prewar  (1935-39) 
average  of  70  percent. 

Flue -cured  acreage  allotments  in  1948  were  reduced  by  approximately 
27  percent,  because  of  the  unfavorable  outlook  for  exports,  particularly 
to  the  United  Kingdom  which  is  the  largest  importer  of  United  States 
flue-cured  leaf.    United  Kingdom  purchases  of  1948  crop  flue -cured  leaf 
totaled  only  about  60  million  pounds  compared  with  normal  purchases  of 
approximately  200  million  pounds. 

Canada.    Flue -cured  production  in  Canada  in  1948  totaled  about  100 
million  pounds  from  90,874  acres,  as  compared  with  87  million  pounds 
from  103,694  acres  in  1947.    The  1948  crop  was  15  percent  greater  than 
in  1947,  but  16  percent  below  the  record  1946  crop  of  119  million 
pounds.    The  increase  over  1947  was  a  result  of  more  favorable  weather 
during  the  growing  season  than  was  the  case  in  19^7 .    During  the  5 
years  1935-39  production  of  flue -cured  leaf  in  Canada  averaged  55 
million  pounds  annually. 

Brazil.    The  1948-49  flue -cured  crop  is  estimated  at  about  47  million 
pounds "from  38,103  acres,  compared  with  about  4l  million  pounds  from 
34,347  acres  in  1947-48,    Heavy  demands  from  domestic  manufacturers 
leaves  little  or  no  flue -cured  tobacco  aval  Idle  for  export      In  recent 
years,  flue -cured  plantings  in  Brazil,  chiefly  in  the  States  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  and  Santa  Oatarina,  have  increased  sharply. 
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China.    The  1948 ■•■  f ltta»^vp©d*Cl,op  is**9»fciasrbe&--at  about  270  million 
pounds  from  380,000  acres,  compfieed-vitli  143  million  pounds  from 
214,000  acres  in  19^7 .    The  1948  crop  was  the  largest  ever  produced 
in  China;  it  was  almost  double  that  of  1947  and  exceeds  the, 1935-39 
annual  average  by  about  120  million  pounds.    Flue-cured  tobacco  is 
produced  in  the  Provinces  of  Honan,  Shantung,  Anhwei,  Yunnan, 
Kweichow  and  Szechuan.    It  is  reported  that  much  of  the  1948  crop 
■will  not  reach  manufacturing  centers  because  of  disruptions  in  the 
transportation  system.    It  is  also  understood  that  a  substantial  part 
of  the  crop  was  air -cured  rather  than  flue -cured.    As  a  result  of 
these  factors,  China  will  probably  need  to  make  substantial  imports 
of  flue -cured  leaf  this  year  if  cigarette  production  is  maintained. 

Other  Far  Eastern  Countries.  Total  production  of  flue -cured  tobacco 
in  Manchuria,  Taiwan  (Formosa),  Korea,  Japan,  Thailand  (Siam)  and 
India  is  estimated  at  167  million  pounds.    According  to  preliminary 
reports  Korea's  1948  crop  totaled  19  million  pounds,  compared  with 
12.8  million  pounds  in  1947  and  an  annual  average  of  11.8  million 
pounds  in  the  1955-39  period.    Taiwan's  1948  crop  is  placed  at  8 
million  pounds,  compared  with  6.8  million  pounds  in  1947  and  an  annual 
average  of  3.2  million  pounds  in' the  1935-39  period.    For  the  other 
Asiatic  ceuntries  production  in  1948-49  is  estimated  to  be  somewhat 
greater  than  in  1947-48  and  considerably  above  the  5 -year  average; 
however,  definite  information  on  production  in  these  countries  is  not 
available . 

Other  Countries.    The  Union  of  South  Africa's  flue -cured  production 
is  estimated  at  20  million  pounds,  or  a  decrease  of  19  percent  from 
1947-48.    Southern  Rhodesia  hoped  to  produce  about  90  million  pounds 
of  flue -cured  tobacco  this  year,  but  due  to. unfavorable  weather  and 
a  shortage  of  labor  it  is  now  anticipated  that  total  production  will 
be  substantially  below  this  figure.    Argentina's  1948-49  crop  is 
placed  at  6.5  million  pounds,  or  slightly  smaller  than  in  1947-48. 
Italy  produced  about  14.1  million  pounds  in  1948,  or  about  18  per- 
cent more  than  in  1947.    Other  countries  producing  some  flue -cured 
tobacco  include  Mexico,  Nyasaland,  Northern  Rhodesia,  British  East 
Africa,  Venezuela,  El  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  Spain,  Mauritius, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world 
agricultural  production,  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.  For 
this  report,  the  committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman, 
C.  M.  Purves,  J.  Barnard  G-ibbs,  C.E.  Pike,  Constance  H.  Farnworth,  and 
Mary  L.  E.  Jones. 
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•  Egg  pro&Bctlon  in '  the  principal  producing  countries  of  the  vorld  in 
19^8  was  about  1.3  percent  above  the  19^7  level.    Nearly  all  the  increase 
occurred  in  western  Europe  where  the  recovery  in  poultry  numbers  has  been 
rapid,  considering  the  short  grain  supply  from  the  19^7  harvest.    Egg  out 
put  in  Canada  dropped  in. 19^8  but  in  the  United  States  it  was  maintained 
at  the  I9I+7  level  although  materially  below  the  peak  wartime  level. 

Chicken  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  19J+9  equalled  or  exceeded  prewar 
numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Sweden  and  Spain.  Satisfactory 
progress  was  made  in  Italy  and  Belgium.    Eebuilding  of  flocks  has  been 
slower  in  the  Netherlands,  Norway  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  Denmark . 
These  countries  are  considerably  dependent  upon  imported  grains  and  feed- 
stuffs. 

Much  of  the  increase  in  egg  production  and  in  poultry  numbers  in 
Europe  reflected  increases  in  the  number  and  size  of  small  flocks. 
Commercial  or  specialized  poultry  flocks  increased  less  because  of  the 
limited  availability  of  commercial  feeds."  Small  producers  with  a  few 
hectares  of  land  found  it  profitable  to  convert  their  home-grown  feeds 
into  chickens  and  eggs.  '  These  small  producers,  including  a  considerable 
number  of  self -suppliers,  could  meet  their  delivery  quotas  at  controlled 
prices,  where  in  effect,  and  market  their  surplus  on  the  open  market  at  . 
highly  profitable  prices. 

The  delivery  of  eggs  by  producers  and  the  rationing  of  supplies  to 
consumers  continue-  in  deficit  countries' such  as  Austria,  Czechoslovakia 
and  Norway.    Rationing' has  been  suspended  temporarily  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  current  flush  producing  months.    In  France,  Italy, 
Spain,  Sweden  and  Belgium  controls  were  previously  lifted. 

With  a 'somewhat  better  feed  situation  since  the  1948  harvest, 
together  with  a  strong  demand  for  eggs  and  poultry  as  a  palatable  food 
and  as  a  substitute  for  red  meats,  the  production  of  poultry  and  eggs  in 
most  European  countries  will  expand  in  1949.    Supplies  of  red  meats  in 
19^9  and  1950  will  still  be  short  and  pr©duction  of  eggs  and  poultry  will 
continue  to  be  profitable. 

The  rate -of -lay  in  most  European  countries  has  shown  some  improvement 
notwithstanding  an  unsatisfactory  general  feed . situation.  Apparently, 
producers  are  finding  that  their  chickens  respond  well  to  increases  in 
feed  and  are  directing  their  feeds  to  this  enterprise,  possibly  at  the 
expense  of  other  uses.  Furthermore,  a  low  capital  outlay  is  required, 
plus  the  quick  expected  returns . 

In  many  of  the  European  countries,  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve 
the  producing  qualities  of  chickens.    Improved  stock  is  imported  and 
government  breeding  stations  are  maintained  to  distribute  hatching  eggs 
and  chicks  to  producers  at  reasonable  prices.    Considerable  further 
improvement  in  the  producing  qualities  of  chickens  can  be  expected  in 
the  immediate  future.    This  improvement  will  not  reduce  the  size  of 
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CHICKENS:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  193I+-38, 
annual  I9I+6-I9I+9 


•       Date         !    Average    8  !  :  ! 

Countries  :  appiioable    :    1934-38    !      I9I+6        :      1947        :      1948        :  1949 


:  Thousands  :  Thousands  •  Thousands  :  Thousands  :  Thousands  :  Thousands 

North  America                      :  :  :  :  :  : 

Canada                                   l/  Dec.  1  s        1+4,077  :  51,697  :  5U.728  :  1+7,310  :        i+0, 000 

Guatemala  . ..:  :  2/       664  :  :  :  : 

Mexico                                        March  :  V  36,368  :  :  :  : 

Newfoundland  and             :  :  :  :  :  : 

Labrador  :  :  4/       387  :  371  :  377  :  : 

Panama  :  :  2/        195:  1,372  :  1,528  :  -  : 

United  States..                         Jan.  1  :      i4.O8.i77  :  530,203  :  k7k,hkl   :  1+61,550  :  1+48,838 

Cuba  :        July  :            -  :  10,500  :  10,000  :  9,000  :  8,500 

Dominican  Republic  :  :          2,358  :  1,906  :  1,900  :  : 

Europe  :  :  :  : 

ATbania  :  :          2,060  :  1,800  :  :  : 

Austria  :  l/  Dec.  3  :  2/    8,862  :  5,300  :  5,1+00  :  5,800  :  5,600 

Belgium  l/Dec.  31  :        16,500  :  11,111  :  13,333  :  13,500  :  16,100 

Bulgaria  :  l/Dec.  31  :  5/11,814  :  :  :  : 

Czechoslovakia...                     May  27  :  2~/  31,575  :  :  6/  10,660  :  6/  11,982  :  6/  ll+,978 

Dennark  :        July  2  2/  27,61+3  :  18,388  :  19,Ul5  :  23,8l6  :  26,000 

Eire  :        June  :        15,96l  :  15,263  :.       14,537.:  : 

Finland  7/  :        Sept.  1  :          2,853  :  1,171  :  :  : 

France  67                             l/  Fall  :      ll+5,000  :  -  :  ll+5,500  :  -  : 

Germany                                 l/  Dec.  :        86,621+.  :  9/  39,018  :  :  - 

Greece  10/  :  T/  Nov.  30  :        11,679  :  8,200  :  7,500  :  8,200  : 

Hungary"  :        Feb.  28  :  5/l7,880  :  ll/l6,000  :  -        :  : 

Italy  :  :  ~    76,000  :  -  :  12/50,615  :  -  : 

Luxembourg  :  l/  Dec.  1  :  2/        515  :  275  :  350  :  38O  :  1+33 

Netherlands                               June  :        29,632  :  13/  3,078  :  13/  7,315  :  :  13/  9,81+3 

Norway                                        June  20  :          5,686  :  2,926  :  3,768  :  4,663  :  5,500 

Poland  and  Danzig  :        July  :        50,000  :  20,000  :  -        ;  39,000  : 

Portugal  :  l/  Dec.  31  :  ll+/  5,7l6  :  :  :  : 

Rumania   :  2/^1,853  :  15/10,939  :  :  : 

Spain  :        July  1  :  T6/28.972  :  17/22,1+68  :  -        :  37,200  :  33,500 

Sweden  :        Sept.  16  :        10,980  :  -  :  18/12,395  :  18/13,991  :  18/15,000 

Switzerland                               Apr.  :          5,5kh  :  5,01+3  :  5,025  :  -        •  - 

United  Kingdom  -  Farm..:        June  :       73,402  :  60,576  :  64,880  :  79,200  :  91,000 

Total.:        June  :            -  :  76,393  :  81,526  :  -  : 

Yugoslavia  :  l/  Deo.  51  :        18,021  :  -  :  :  : 

Asia  :  ..... 

Lebanon                                 l/  Dec.  :           -  :  1,1+00  :  1,1+50  :"  -  : 

Palestine   :  2/    l,9li+  :  :  -        :  : 

Syria  ...:  •          1,525  :  2,029  :  1,826  :  1,900  : 

Turkey   ....:  :        16,791+  :  18,1+22  :  18,511+  :  17,303  : 

China  .......:  :      265,765  :  164,984  :  204,115  :  : 

Japan  :        July  :        51.094  :  19,000  :  '  -        2  : 

India   :           -  :  11+6,081  :  :  : 

Pakistan  :  :           -  :  1+4,732  :  :  • 

Philippine  Islands   :        25,365  :  9,1+34  :  -        :  23,000  :  25,000 

s  :  :  :  :  : 

South  America                     :  •  •  -  .  . 

Argentina..  June  :  19/1+2,988  :  :  -        •  : 

Brazil  «  :  4/  59,000  :  -  :  -        :  60,000  : 

Chile....                                   June  :  y    1,026  :  5,000  :  1+.500  :  3,600  : 

Paraguay   :       .    -  :  .  2,000  :  : 

Uruguay   :  19/  4,814  :  :  :  -  : 

'•  t  1  :  :  : 

Africa                                  :  :  :  :  :  : 

Egypt  :        July  :  llj/26,889  :  -  :  :  '. 

French  Morocco  :  :  <y  50,000  :  -  :  -        :  : 

Union  of  South  Africa..:        Aug  :  T9/ll+,000  :  18,600  :  16,000  :  : 

'  :  :  :  :  : 

Oceania                               :  :  :  :  :  : 

Australia.....  :  l/  Dec.  31  :        15,541  :  15,000  :  :  -  i 

New  Zealand  :        March  :  ll+/  3,489  :  :  .  . 


1/End  of  year  estimates  (October  to  December)  included  under  the  following  year  for  comparison.  Thus,, 
Tor  Canada,  the  December  1,  I9I+6  estimate  of  51,697  is  shown  under  I9I+6.    2/  A-verage  for  2  to  1+  years 
onl".    3/l9l4.0.Vl938.    5/  1935*    6/  January  1.    ]/  Adult  poultry.    8/ Represents  chickens  raised. 
9/  Four  zones.  1(7/  All  pouTtry.    ll/^"September.     12/  Hens  and  cocks.    T3/  December  previous  year; 
Eens  and  pullets.    ll+/  I936.    15/~5"8  countries  instead  of  71  as  for  prewar.    16/  1939.    17/  April. 
18/  June.    19/  1937.  —  — 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  delations.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research 
and  other  information.    Data  relate  to  prewar  boundaries,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


XXXX331 

231 

EGGS:  Number  produced  l/  in  specified  countries,  average  19314.-38, 
annual  191+5-48 


Countries 

Average 
193^-58 

191+5 

19Z+0 

1947 

1948 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

.  Millions 

North  America  : 

2,638 

- 

3,883 

4,484 

4,214 

_ 

_ 

52 

_ 

35,498 

55,858 

55,590 

55,252 

55,168 

320 

321+ 

300 

288 

:  276 

Dominican  Republic*....: 

60 

60 

: 

Europe  : 

li+3 

: 

_ 

_ 

_ 

665 

336 

270 

:  285 

1  350 

1.695 

400 

1,100 

1,380 

1,440 

682 

273 

Czechoslovakia  

1,958 

596 

"776 

'1  903 

1,110 

1,979 

858 

883 

:  995 

1,568 

1,086 

760 

801 

733 

:             880       '  I 

317 

93 

:  117 

• 

6,200 

6,200 

6,300 

6,100 

6,585 

: 

- 

550 

332 

352 

331 

- 

1,050 

66 

110 

- 

5,600 

2,i|00      s  3,600 

U,300 

4,600 

l+o 

- 

30 

35 

1,978 

914 

1,000 

369 

86 

155 

198 

263 

3,500 

2,276 

250 

_ 

_ 

1,500 

2/  532 

_ 

1,700 

1,992 

1,800 

900 

970 

1,149 

1,217 

1.335 

1+23 

250 

300 

330 

United  Kingdom-Farm  3/.: 

4/  3,871 

2,090 

2,418 

2,600 

3,000 

Total...: 

y  5,098 

3,409 

3,850 

4,000 

4,300 

Yugoslavia  : 

1,000 

Asia                                 ■  : 

.  _ 

65 

65 

_ 

108 

150 

200 

_ 

_ 

92 

105 

120 

90 

110 

1,003 

851 

86| 

895 

- 

3,553 

864 

936 

250 

: 

South  America  : 

1,127 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2,160 

520 

46o 

370 

- 

100 

289 

358 

326 

- 

Africa  : 

751 

- 

1,000 

- 

- 

"444 

Union  of  South  Africa..: 

5/ 

480 

372 

: 

Oceania  : 

Australia  6/  

708 

1,358 

1,470 

1,431 

i,44o 

1+30 

l/  Relates  to  farm  production  in  Canada  and  the  United  States,  but  data  for  many  countries  not 
explicit  on  this  point.  2/  58  countries.  3/  Year  ending  in  May  of  year  indicated.  I4/  3-year 
average.    5/  Not  available.    6/  Commercial  production. 


Offioe  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 

statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 
of  office  research,  and  other  information,    l>ata  relate  to  prewar  boundaries,  unless  otherwise 
noted. 
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f look  needed  to  maintain  egg  consumption  per  capita,  as  it  will  "be 
offset  by  the  increase  in  the  human  population  in  European  countries . 

Although  Denmark  "was  able  t<">  export  ,  some  eggs  in  the  immediate 
postwar  years,  the' trade  in  eggs  between  countries  in  Europe  is  only 
now  showing  sizable  gains,    Belgium,  Netherlands,  Poland,  Hungary, 
Yugoslavia  and  Eire  are  beginning.. to  resume- their  exports. 

The  farm  production  of  eggs  in  Canada  in  1948/fell  to  k>2  billion 
compared  with  a  peak  level  of  nearly        billion  in  19^7 .    A  sharp 
liquidation  of  chickens  occurred  in  the  fall  of  19V7  because  of  short 
feed  supplies  and  the  resulting  unfavorable  egg -feed  price  relationship. 
The  19^8  hatch  was  smaller  and  the  number  of  layers  was  23  percent  fewer 
in  December  19^8,  and  21  percent  fewer  in  January  19^9,  compared  with  a 
year  earlier.    The  reduction  in  the  number  ;of  layers  was  partially  offset 
in  December  by  a  higher  rate -of -lay  but  more  severe  weather  in  January 
19^9  than  in  January  19^8  pulled  the  rate -of -lay  down  2  percent.  Thus, 
19^9  was  started  off  with  a  net  egg  production  of  23  percent  below  the 
initial  month  in  19^8. 

Chickens  on  farms  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  19^9  were  3 
percent  fewer  than  a  year  earlier  and  6  percent  below  the  10-year  average. 
Fewer  chickens  were  raised  in  19^8  but  farmers  retained  a  larger -than - 
usual  proportion  of  the  pullets  raised.    Egg  production  in  the  United 
States  in  19^8  was  only  slightly  below  the  I9V7  output.    With  lower  feed 
costs  and  increased  feed  availability,  heavier  feeding,  together  with  mild 
weather,  is  currently  resulting  in  a  high  rate-of -lay,  and  egg  production  in 
19^9  may  slightly  exceed  19^8,  although  there  were  fewer  hens  and  pullets 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  countries  the  demand  for  eggs  and  poultry 
has  increased  interest  in  this  industry.    Feed  supplies  have  been  avail- 
able- for  some  expansion.    As  indicated  by  the.  wholesale  receipts  at  the 
7- important  consuming  centers  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  egg  production 
and  poultry  numbers  have  increased  since- I9V7.    Feed  supplies  have  been 
favorable  and  the  increase  in  the  production  of  eggs  has  permitted  some 
exports  of  eggs  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Chicken  numbers  in  Australia  on  March  31,  19^8  were  lower  because 
of  a  shortage  of  suitable  feedstuff s  in  19^7.    Higher  current  costs  of 
feed  and  other  items  used  by  the  industry  are  tending  to  reduce  the 
number  of  chickens  and  the  output  of  eggs.    While  the  reduction  is  not 
expected  to  be  large,  information  available  indicates  that  Australian 
egg  production  may  level  off  slightly  below  the  peak  level  reached  in  the 
19^6-^.7  season. 

(Continued  on  Page  249) 
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1948  MID -SEASON  ALMOND  REPORT  l/ 

The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
6  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  57,600  short  tons 
(revised)  compared  with  77,500  tons  in  1947,  and  71,700  tons  in  1946. 
The  estimate  is  12  percent  smaller  than  the  5 -year  (1942-46)  average  of 
65,200  tons,  and  13  percent  smaller  than  the  10 -year  (1937-46)  average 
of  66,300  tons.    The  small  crop  in  Italy,  the  world's  largest  producer 
of  shelled  almonds,  reduced  the  world  total.    In  Spain  production  early 
in  the  season  was  estimated  slightly  above  average,  then  well  "below 
average;  but  «fc  mid-season, when  better  information  "became  available,  it 
was  found  to  have  "been  only  slightly  "below  average. 

It  is  still  somewhat  too  early  to  forecast  the  probahle  1949  crop. 
However,  "blossoming  has  been  in  progress  in  all  countries  and  should  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  this  month.    All  available  information  indicates 
no  adverse  weather  has  been  experienced  thus  far.    However,  the  danger 
of  late  frosts  and  strong  winds  is  not  yet  over.    Growers  in  all 
countries  believe  a  good  crop  will  be  harvested  this  fall.    The  Italian 
crop  is  expected  to  be  much  larger  than  that  of  1948. 

The  stocks  remaining  at  mid-season  from  the  1948,  and  earlier 
harvests,  is  tentatively  estimated  at  4l,000  short  tons,  shelled  basis, 
or  about  71  percent  of  the  estimated  production  in  1948 „    There  was  a 
substantial  carry-over  from  the  1947  harvest  at  the  start  of  the  season. 
The  present  stocks  represent  about  50  percent  of  the  estimated  total 
available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season.    The  largest  stocks  are 
20,000  short  tons  in  Spain,  followed  by  16,000  tons  in  Italy.  There 
are  an  estimated  500  tons  in  France,  and  the  balance  is  about  evenly 
distributed  between  Portugal  and  Iran.    The  bulk  of  the  tonnage  avail- 
able as  usual  is  still  in  growers'  hands. 

The  1948-49  marketing  season  to  date,  as  far  as  exports  are  concerned, 
is  still  far-  from  a  normal  prewar  season.    The  continued  absence  from  the 
international  market  of  Germany,  the  largest  prewar  market  for  almonds, 
is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  such  abnormally  heavy  mid -season 
stocks.    The  slow  economic  recovery  of  many  European  countries  has  kept 
exports  at  relatively  low  levels.    Unfortunately,  official  export 
statistics  of  the  producing  countries  are  not  available  and  this  prevents 
an  accurate  check  of  the  international  movement  of  this  commodity. 
On  the  basis  of  trade  estimates,  Italy  has  had  the  best  export  season 
of  the  6  countries.    Italian  prices  and  quality  have  been  the  most 
attractive.    United  States  imports  for  consumption  of  Italian  shelled 
almonds  for  the  period  September -January  were  2,883  tons,  of  total  im- 
ports of  3,192  tons  from  all  sources.     In  addition,  according  to 
declared  exports,  another  553  tons  were  exported  to  the  United  States 
in  February.    United  States  impc-rt3  of  Spanish  almonds  stopped  in 
November  because  of  the  countervailing  duties  assessed  on  Spanish  nuts. 


l/A  more  extensive  statement  can  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations. 
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AH40NDS,... SHELLED:    Estimated  commerc %aX  .production  in  specified  countries , 
.  1948  with  comparisons 


Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons 


Year     \  France  French 
.  .. .  .Morocco 

:  '•  Iran 

Italy 

: Portugal 

Spain 

.Foreign 
.  total 

United 
States 

Average    .:    .„■         :  : 
1942-46  :         700:    • 1,800 
1937 -46  :         700:     :  2,4-00 

.  Shor 

■    6,400:  28,400 
7,100:  29,500 

t  tons 

:'.    2,  400:  25^500 
:'.  !  r  2,600:  24,000 

:     65,200:  26,100 
66,300:  20,500 

- 1930  :. 

1931  :- 

1932  :  ■ 
p33  :  • 

1934  :  - 

:  1935  :  • 

|1936  : 

1937  : 

1938  : 

1939  :  • 

1940  : 
194 1.  :  •. 

1942  :  ; 

1943  : "  ' 
1944 

1945 

1946  : 

19^7  3/  : 

1948  3/  :±/ 


4oo 
900 
1,300 
1,700 
1,700 
1,300 
500 
900 
500 

200 

8oo 
700 

800 

6oo 

L,000 

500 
700 

L,000 
L.100 


a,  ioo 

2,600 
2,100 
2,600 
1,800 
•  700 
1,800 
3,600 
3>100 
4,900 

2,200 

l  ,6oo 

L/600 
1,100 

6oo 
3,3©0 
2,4-00 
1,200 

3,300 


:!; 

7/400: 
'4,000: 
6,300: 
11,000: 
8,800: 
8,800: 
4,400: 
5,300: 
7,000: 
5,300: 
6,600: 
7,700: 
6,000: 
7,700: 


34.,  ooo. 
17,000 

28,000 

33}ooo 
34,300 
33,400 
33,-500 
33,000 
44,000 
15,000 
28,600 
31,900 
i4,5.oo 

21,400 
22,700 
50,600: 
33,000: 
46,200 
18,700 


L,800 
3,800 
1,700: 
3,300: 
3,000; 
1,-900: 
1,100: 
1,400: 
3,500: 
7,000: 
2,200: 
200: 
' 2,000: 
2,100: 
1,700: 
2,300: 
3,700: 
1,100: 
2,900: 


:     22 , 200 
:  26,600 
:  20,600 
:  24,6"00 
:  29,600 
:     26.,  200: 
:  25,100 
:     20 , 100 
24,000 
20 ; 000 
24,700 
24,200 
27 , 000 

29,000 

20,900 
.  26,400: 
24,200 
22,00.0 
4/23,900 


2/59,500: 
2/50,900: 
2/53,7QO: 
2/65,200: 
2/70,400: 
70,900: 
66,000: 
65,300: 
86,100: 
55,900: 
67,300: 
63,000: 
51,200: 
61,200: 
52,200: 
89,700: 
71,700: 
77,500: 
4/57,600,: 


13,500 
:  14,800 

14,000 

12,900 
10,900 
9,300 
7,600 
20,000 
15,000 
21,600 
12,000 
6,000 
23,800 
17,500 
24 , 000 

27,200 
37,800 
29,200 
29,600 


l/  Not  available . 
2/  Excluding  Iran. 
3/  Preliminary:'  ' 
KJ  Revised. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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UNITED  STATES:     Imports  for  contraption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled 

almonds,  from  .specified  .countries*  19^7 with  comparisons. 
 ,_,._._S^aaon^_S^t^mber  through  August  


Year 

Trench 
Morocco 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 
countries 

Total 

Short 

tons 

Shelled   

Average:- 

1942-46 

..  16 

712 

.         .  769 

4,619 

71 

6,l0f 

•1937-^6  

.  15. 

•  540-  - 

..      '    ■  hrSf  - 

2,430 

175 

3, 647 

Annual: 

1943-41+ 

0 

0' 

'  1,271 

6,930 

53 

6,254 

±944-45 

15 

0 

1,  2l0 

O,  (Joi 

31 

9, 

1945-46  ■ 

•  28 

1,508 

.688 

;. 7,140 

73 

9,437 

1946-47 

2,054 

:  l'87 

950 

fP 

3,  301 

19^7-48 

-    \  27 

4, 179' 

:  98 

' 1,805 

2o 

6, 135 

194o-49  1/ 

:  0 

2,883 

x7 

255 

37 

3, 192 

Unshelled 

Average: 

1942-46 

-  0 

1 

:  5 

201 

2 

209 

1937-46 

•  0 

1 

:     '.  3 

100 

1 

:  105 

Annual; 

1943-44 

■  0 

0 

:      "  14 

.  •  1+25 

0 

:  4^9 

1944-45 

•  0 

•  0 

:  11 

• :  170 

0 

.  181 

1945-46  = 

0 

0 

:     :  0 

263 

5  ■ 

:  268 

1946-47  • 

0 

6 

:     '  0 

6 

:  157 

1947-48 

0 

9- 

:  0 

0 

:  9 

1948-49  1/ 

0 

'  1 

0 

0 

2/ 

•  1 

1/  5  -months,  Septniber  through  January,   19~£9    2/  Less  than  one -half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  'records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

The  British  Ministry  of  Food  has  teen  less  active  in  purchasing  nuts 
than  had  teen  anticipated.     The  prices  the  British  have  teen  willing  to  pay 
have  teen  disc our agingly  low  in  most  countries,  and  relatively  little  tonnage 
was  moved.     Recent  reports  have  "been  that  the,  British  are  contemplating  put- 
ting nuts  on  general  import  licenses,  therehy  making  it  possihle  for  private 
traders  to  engage  again  in  the  husiness.    When  this  goes  into  effect  it  is 
expected  to  ease  the  selling  pressure  and  slow  the  market  in  the  Mediterranean 
Basin,    There  is  also  some  reason  to  feel  that  western  Germany  will  enter  the 
markets  again  in  the  not- too-distant  future  for  limited  quantities  at  first. 


(Continued  on  Page  249) 
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C  0  M  M  0  P.I  T  Y  .  D  E  /V  E.LOPMENT  S 


GRAINS /  .GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS  _ 

CEYLON'S  RICE  .IMPORTS  .  ■  V 

GAIN;  BELOW  PREWAR 

Ceylon1 s  rice  Imports  in  1948  amounted  to.  917  million  pounds,  a 
marked  gain  over  589  million  pounds  in  .1947,,  according  to  a  report  from 
the  American  Embassy,  Ceylon.    Despite  the  receipt  of  the  largest 
quantity  since  the  war,  imports  equaled  only  75  percent  of '  prewar 
average  takings  of  more  than  1,200  million  pounds  annually. 

Nearly  three -fourths  of  the  1948  imports  originated  in  Burma, 
20  percent  in  Egypt,  4  percent  in  Brazil,  and  3  percent  in  Siam.  The 
International  Emergency  Food  Committee's    rice  allocation  for  Ceylon 
during  the  first  half  of  1949  is  about  520  million  pounds,  of  which  the 
largest  proportion  is  to  be  imported  from  Burma.    The  civil  unrest 
which  has  retarded  shipments  from  that,  country  In  recent  months  has  '•' 
caused  some  concern  regarding  the  continued  importation  of  all  the 
allocation. 


Total  rice  imports  of  about  70  million  pounds  a  month  continue 
to  be  rationed.    Stocks  on  hand  usually  amount  to  about  a  3 -weeks' 
supply.    The  larger  of  two  annual  harvests  began  in  the  latter  part 
of  February,  and,  despite  the  occurrence  of  drought  conditions  during 
part  of  the  season,  the  crop  will  approximate  550  million  pounds  in 
terms  of  milled  rice. 

CEYLON:'   Rice  imports  .by.  country',  average  1935-39, 
annual  1944-48, 


Country  .. 
of 

origin  . 

:  Average 

:  1944 

:    1945  ' 

.  1946 

1947 

1948' 

:  1935- 
:  1939 

British  India. . 
Burma . , . . „ , . . . . 

.  Million 
pounds 

191 
794 
202 
23 
0 
0 
8 

:  Million 
pounds 

10 

0 

.  0 

,  0 

94 

133  • 
14 

Million 
pounds 

0 
0 
0 

218 
101  • 
19 

Million 
pounds' 

43 
17 

0 
0 

323  ■ 
183  ■ 

2  : 

Million 
pounds  ' 

a/ 
"318 

0 
0 

•  19. 

HI 
15 

:  Million 
'  pounds 

•    a/    '  1 
""674 
23 
'     0  1 
181 
39 
0 

Siam. . . „ . 

Fr .  Indochina , . 
Egypt  

Brazil. . . . ;  - 

Other  countries 
Total. 

1,218  < 

251 

1+01  ' 

568  • 

589 

917 

a/  Lees  than  500,000  pounds 


Ceylon  Custom  Returns . 
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ITALIAN  RICE  ACREAGE 

ESTIMATE  UP  .  .  

The  planted  rice  acreage  of  Italy  in  1948  equaled  353,000  acres 
compared  with  325,000  acres  in  the  year  "before  and  362,000  before  the 
war,  according  to  an  official    estimate  Just  released.    The  comparable 
production  estimate  is  not  yet  available-.  .  Weather  conditions  during 
the  1948  season,  although  not  quite  so  favorable  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  were  beneficial  for  the  production  of  high  yields  per  acre. 

The  Ente  Nazionale  Risi  late  in  February  announced  an  agreement 
to  provide  rice  exports  to  Bi\zonia  in  the  amount  of  44  million  pounds. 
The  first  shipment  of  8  million  pounds  «f  partially  processed  rice 
was  to  be  made  in  February.    The  selling  price  of  this  rice  was  $11.31 
per  100  pounds . 

FATS  AND  OILS 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF 
TALLOW  INCREASE 

Exports  of  edible  and  inedible  tallow  from  the  United  States  in  1948 
were  substantially  above  those  in  19^7  and  considerably  greater  than 
average  exports  of  prewar  years.    A  total  of  69,372,000  pounds  of  tallow 
was  exported  in  1948.    This  was  one -quarter  more  than  the  55,154,000 
pounds  shipped  out  in  1947  and  35  times  as  great  as  the  1,961,000  pounds 
average  for  the  1936-39  period.    Edible  tallow,  the  bulk  of  which  went 
to  European  countries,  was  a  very  minor  part  of  the  total  exports. 

Inedible  tallow  from  the  United  States,  obtainable  at  lower  prices 
than  in  other  exporting  countries,  found  a  ready  market  in  areas  needing 
fats  for  the  production  of  soap  and  other  products.    The  United  States 
exported  67,995,000  pounds  in  1948.    Most  of  it  was  sent  to  European 
countries  (31,018,000  pounds)  and  to  neighboring  countries  in  North 
America  including  islands  of  the  Caribbean  area  (29,132,000  pounds). 
This  represents  considerable  change  from  the.  preceding  year  in  the 
destination  of  shipments.    The  major  part  of  shipments  in  1947  went  to 
North  American  countries,  with  Cuba  taking  21,706,000  pounds  and  Canada 
1^,132,000  pounds  and  only  12,366,000  pounds  being  purchased  by 
countries  in  Europe .    There  were  large  increases  over  1947  and  prewar 
in  the  quantities  exported  in  1948  to  the  European  countries,  such  as 
Belgium -Luxembourg,  France,  Germany,  Italy  and  Switzerland.  Shipments 
to  the  Philippines  in  1948  were  up  sharply  from  those  in  1947,  and  a 
.shipment  of  almost  1,000,000  pounds  went  to  Japan. 

Argentina  and  New  Zealand  were  the  other  large  exporters  of  tallow 
last  year.    Exports  from  these  2  countries  were  96,800,000  pounds  and  an 
estimated  40,000,000  pounds,  respectively. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Inedible  tallow  exports  by  country' of  destination 
in  19^8  with  comparisons 


Country  of  destination      [  l£ 36*39 a/ 

:  Average 
:  1940-44 

19.47 

19.48  b/ 

1,000 

:  .1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  .pounds 

.pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

NORTH. AMERICA                           :  . 

Canada  * 

Costa  Rica  ;  : 

Cuba  „•  • 

lh7 

Ik 

122 

'217 

337 
•  23  ■ 
3,281 
197 

14,132 

 84 

•  21,706 
574 

8,650 
•  12 

69I 

Mexico . .  i — 
Panama,  Republic  of  , : 

76 

104  ■ 

35 
0/ 

97 

'  1,031 
35 

60  ' 

280 
286 
.  .  7.11  . 

.  .3.7.6  . 

378 

:  5,163 
.  ,  1,191 
304 

123 

151 

.  157. . 

209 

838 

5,212 

.  38,306 

.  29,132 

SOUTH  AMERICA  : 

56 

24.  . 

■  .  794 

397 

Ecuador . .  .  .. '' 

1 

.  .117.. 

248 

Peru.  . ...      . . . .  : 

.  .,  8 

,  17. .'. 

• ...  3. 

■■  >152 
. . . ,  534 

252 

■  -  -181 

■  11 

.-  85- 

52 

"76  ' 

.46 

1,6.82. 

.  1,130 

EUROPE          '    .  •". : "  '     :  ' 

 1        .,      1  ;  

9 

299  : 

241 
220 

4,651 
281 

9 

10 
165 

17  • 

18 
115 
120 

: 

2 

: 

178  : 

87  " 

5,502 

529 

6 

4,554 

1,221 

93 

10,036 
3  328 
1,482 
4,058 

220 
6,439 

523 

 YY  A  

i+63 

566  : 

12,366 

31,018 

ASIA 

Philippines,  Republic  of  .  *: 

116 

.  54 

3  . 

3  • 

22 

1 

972 
2,361 
337 

Total  : 

173 

3 

23 

3,670 

AFRICA            ,           :  : 

2 

15  : 

2,160 

'^3,044 

10  : 

16 

1 

2 

25  : 

2,176 

3,045 

5,852  : 

54,553  ! 

67,995 

a/  Not  separately  classified  prior  to  1936.  b/  Subject  to  revision, 
c/  Less  than  500  pounds . 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Edible  tallow-  exports  by  country  of  destination 
in  1948  with  comparisons 


Country  of  destination 


Average 
1935-39 

Average 
1940-44 

1947 

19^8  a/ 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

13 
168 
3 
25 

:  191 

V:\*<i\  12 
44 
29 

122 
139 
'  82 
24 

120 

^3 
1 
63 

209 

.  276 

•  367 

227 

15 

..  15 

.  .  48 

11 

y 

146 

- 

202 

on 

39 

•  59 
'"116 

184 

100 
538 

:  176 

241 

.  .  175 

1,076 

9 

1, 203 

:  4 

5 

'  .11 

"  63 

409 

7,744 

601 

1,377 

NORTH  AMERICA 


Canada . 
Cuba, . , 

Mexico, 
Others , 


Total  

SOUTH  AMERICA  

EUROPE 

Austria  

France  

-  Greece  

Netherlands/.  , . « 
United  Kingdom, 
Others « ....... . 

Total. .  

Soviet  Union. . . . . 
Asia. . .......... . 

Africa. . « c  

Grand  total. . 


with  Germany. 


1,  1945,  Austria  included 


Compiled  from. official  sources, 


U.S.  PEANUT  EXPORTS 
REACH  ALL-TIME  HIGH 


During  the  calendar  year  1948  United  States  peanut  exports  reached 
the  all-time  high  of  458.7  million  pounds,  shelled  "basis,  'and' 10.6 
million,  unshelled,  or  a  total  of  almost  700.0  million  in'terms  of 
unshelled  nuts.    This  is  more  than  double  the  total  quantity  exported 
in  1947.     As  a  result  of  increased  peanut  production  (output  has 
exceeded  2  billion  pounds  each  year  since  1942)  the  United  States  has 
in  recent  years  become  one  of  the  principal  exporters.    During  1935-39 
annual  peanut  shipments- averaged  less  than  500,000  pounds  (unshelled). 

Over  82  percent  of  the  1948  exports  of  shelled  peanuts  were  sent 
to  European  countries  with  Germany  receiving  far  more  than  the  total 
to  all  others.-     Canada  was  the  recipient  of  over'  60  million  pounds  of 
shelled  nuts  and  the  largest  shipment,  9  million  pounds,  of  unehelled 
nuts.  ' .'     '       '•  '  *  ' 
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UNITED  STATES:     Peanut  exports,  1948  with 
(1,000  pounds)   


240 

comparisons  •  «•;; 

Shelled.    .    ■ ,.  .  ~ 
1947a/.  :    1948^/  ~~ 

35,851:  60,3^0 

11:  15 

169:  151 

  -258:    ■  153 

" "~    36,289:  60,659 

 30  r~  133 

: 6l,?25 

'■'  38,203:' '"'5 
: '6,662 

13,190;! 
.    k%  321 :' 70,864 
265:"     '  -236/914 
2,558:; 

48,765: -• 
16, 607: 

y  :  

•     99-:'  " 

,     %  057:  23 

::  -  -2/214 

4,292:' - 
„  :'    ;  - 

-      >■    38:: - 
•  174,396:; '  ' '  '  yrS/^d 


Country  of 
destination 


unsheiled 


1946    :  1947aT 


19483 


19^ 


North  America 

Canada  

Cuha  

West  Indies 

Others. . . 

Total.  _ 
South  America  : 
Europe: 

•  Austria  

Belgium  and  .•  . 

Luxembourg . .; . , . 
Czechoslovakia. . 

•  Finland. ......... 

France  

Germany  

Italy.....,..:... 
Netherlands. ..... 

,    Poland  and  Danzig: 

Portugal  . 

Sweden  ] , . 

Switzerland.  . . . 

\  Trieste..  

I  United  Kingdom. 

Yugoslavia. . ... . 

Others...........; 

Total. 
Soviet  Union 
Asia  and  Oceania: 
I  Philippines,  Re 
I  Pul?lic.„of ....... 

Japan  

Others.  

Total  

Africa: 

Algeria  

Union  of  South. 

I  Africa  

Others.  

Total  

Grand  total 


2,079 
381 
113 

"'■77 


2,650 


30 

:  !9 

.  y 

\  3 


4,403 


12 


12 


13,796 
601 

264 
110 


9,364 

8 
432 
"22 


32,498 

410 
61 

•  195 


14,771 


9,826 


"507 


33,164 


136 


2T 


155 
601 
1,423 

V: 


.55 
577 


506 


1,806 

y  ■ 
15,761 


y  : 

2,626 

$ 

162 

701 


1,001 

119 


2,179 


6.32 


22, 712. 


57040 


391 : 
'962: 
16: 


"53 


1,124 


161 : 
2: 


1,124 


37 


163: 


18,681 


10,594 


61,043 


212,253: 


' '  '340' 
1,030 
12 


1,  382 


17,551 

^:i320- 
2 


16V073 


45H7655 


!a/    Preliminary,    "b/    Less  than  500  pounds. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  SPECIFIED 
FATS,  OILS,  AND  OILSEEDS 


The  following  table  shows  United  States  exports  of  .  specif ied  fats 
oils,  and  oilseeds  during  January  1949  with  comparisons: 

UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  specified  fats,  oils,  and  oilseeds', 
January  1949  with  comparisons 


Commodity 


Unit 


Average 
1935-39 


1947a 


19^8a/ 


January 


19W 


Soybeans  :  1,000  "bu. 

Soybean  oil  : 

Eefined  :  1,000  lbs 

Crude  :        "  " 

Coconut  oil  : 

Refined  : 

Crude  .  :  " 

Cottonseed  oil  : 

Refined  : 

Crude...  :        "  " 

Flaxseed  :  1,000  bu. 

Linseed  oil  :  1,000  lbs 

Peanuts 

Shelled  :  " 

Not  Shelled  : 

Peanut  oil,  refined: 

Cooking  fats  : 

Lard  ;  " 

Oleomargarine  : 

Tallow  : 

Edible  :  " 

Inedible  : 


b/  4,793 
16,647 


3,789 
10,442 

4,793 
1,515 
£./ 

1,280 


7 


452 


325 
2,111 
165,636 
180 

c/[ 1,651 


2,505 
38,883 

68,395 

5,491 
52,427 

10,977 
901 
16 
9,855 

212,253 
18,681 
1,579 
3,594 
380,735 
19,954 


6,497 

41,266 
41,769 

9,273 
9,820 

22,672 
10,094 
1,650 
29,636 

458,655 
10,594 
685 
3,522 

271,835 
3,408 


601:  1,377 
54,553:  67,995 


634 

9,381 
6,627 

1,700 
1,035 

11,771 
605 

*/ 

1,226' 
19,111 

924 
30 
362' 
23,143 
847 

64 

1,256 


2,087 

1,858 
1,467 

531 
487 

4,572 
2,031 
175 
229 

53,117 
631 
4 
283 

33,821 
158 


13,317 


a/  Preliminary. 

b/  Average  of  less  than  5  years. 

c/  Not  separately  classified  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation, 

d/  Less  than  500  bushels, 

e/  1939  only. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  SPECIFIED 
VEGETABLE    OIL  AM)  OILSEEDS 

The  following  table  shows  United  States  imports  of  specified  vegetable 
oils  and  oilseeds  during  January  1948  with  comparisons: 

UNITED  STATES:    Imports^/  of  specified  oils  and  oilseeds, 
January  19^9  with  comparisons 


Commodity 

" 

'.  Unit 

•    Jri.  V  t»X  cLgH  , 

1947-/ ; 

1948^/ 

:  January 

:   1943^/:  194957 

lbs . 

:      c/  : 

22,233  : 

61,929 

:  5,293  : 

18,057 

:      a/ 340  : 

T    '  7)|7  „ 

1 ,  (  4  (  . 

3,UOd 

220  : 

1.  Oct 
405 

M 

132,924  : 

270,007  : 

: 37,179  • 

35,771 

P  ^  q  "I"  i~iv»    r\  1 

O 

..  t* ,". 

dLdO  . 

o,595  : 

c:,44± 

:      794  : 

441 

Flaxseed 

bu. 

18  470  : 

?8p  • 

1  066 

:     •    5  : 

58 

lbs. 

'713  : 

117,326  .: 

3,^959 

:      135  : 

e/ 

tons 

v  230,000  : 

677  ,'660  : 

447,743 

:  56  ,.167  : 

21,824 

 :  1,000 

lbs. 

342,717  :• 

23,559  : 

109 , 096 

: 11,593  : 

10,049 

it 

if 

d/7,673  : 

8,471  :. 

.  17,558 

463  : 

2,148 

Olive  oil 

Edible....  

» 

62,811  :' 

11,250  \ 

.  36„093. 

\    .  948 

2,671 

11  . 

35,448  ; 

2,48  ; 

.  9,77.5 

.:.       .15  : 

15 

Palm  oi  1 , . . ,  

it 

321,4S2  : 

63,212.  : 

63,328 

:  5,  309  : 

8,448 

58,4:25  : 

9,479  .: 

.  22,606 

:.  1,285  : 

213 

13,159  : 

6,377,  : 

3,601 

:  .'    10  .:, 

.  n 

f/9,810.  : 

16,887  : 

..  11,619 

:      331.  : 

1,543 

123,190  : 

121,564  ; 

133,282 

: 11,053  : 

9,186 

a/  Imports  for  consumption,    b/  Preliminary,    c/  Not . separately  classified  in 
Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation,     d/  Average  of  less  than- 5  years.   -e/'Less  than 
500  pounds.  :fj  1939  only.  ~  ~  ....... 


Compiled  from  official  sources.  •  • 

PHILIPPINE  C0PEA  EXPORTS  IN  FEBRUARY  ....  ... 

LOWER  THAN  IN  FEBRUARY  1948 

Philippine  Republic  copra  exports  in  February  totaled  38,700  long 
tons.    This 'represents  a  decline  of  nearly  40  percent  from  the  63,100 
tons  shipped  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1948..    Shipments  in  February 
were  considerably  above  the  small  total  for  January,  however,  when  only 
23,800  tons  were  exported. 

The  United  States  was  scheduled  to  receive  13,200  long  tons  or  one- 
third  of  the  quantity  exported  from  the  Republic  last  month.    Over  half  of 
this  was  sent  to  the  Pacific  coast  with  the  remainder  going  to  the  Atlantic 
seaboard.    Other  destinations  of  shipments  Included  Trieste,  France,  Italy 
and  Denmark. 


2h3 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  58,  No.  12 


Coconut  oil  exports  from  the  Philippines  in  February  added  up  to  2 ,598 
long  tons.    Of  this  total  2,107  ^na  were  Sent  to  the  United  States.  The 
remaining  491  tons  were  shipped  to  Italy. 

PHILIPPINE  REPUBLIC Copra  exports  ,  February  1949  with  comparisons 

(Long  tons ) 


Copra  distribution 


  Country  a/ 

*~ 

:  : 

.  Average 

.1948  b/.i 
■  ■  . 

February 

1  OiiO   h  / 

I948  bj  . 

1949  b/  • 

United  States  (total) 

1  206  801 

!    364,102  : 

33 ,394  I 

•  -38,214 

13,247 

Atlantic  Coast  

"•*  : 

;  6l^6l8: 

10  297  * 

■12 ,440 

•6,210 

Gulf  Coast 

•     6q  320-  " 

5  723  * 

■  4,579 

•  •   -  I 

Pacific  Coast 

: 

233  l64  ' 

17  374  * 

21,-195  • 

'  7,037 

Canada . . 

■  s 

17  04Q'* 

1 , 000  ' 

2,349- 

1,000 

Costa  Rica 

: 

!        100 -t. 

: 

•  - 

Mex  i  c  0 

7  260 

•  •  -• 

707  ! 

320  * 

• . - .407- 

• 

C\Jy  . 

•  - 

- 

Pol  ''Vn  1^  t  ci 

• 

6,  : 

• 

- 

- 

3,000. 

1,133  j 

•  -  •  • 

•    -  ■ 

6 ,000  j 

7   ,  ; 

■  ■  •  - 

Belgium  „ . 

. .  :  10 

1 , 000  r 

■  _ 

26,536: 

3 , 000  • 

:  7,634 

■  -3,000 

65,912; 

6,507  2 

14,544  « 

■  5,050 

17 

O  o"l  h.  ^ 

2,914 

21,90.0.: 

3, 994  j. 

3,99^ 

8,944 : 

1,050; 

1,050 

9,276; 

2,400; 

2,400 

Poland  

31,749: 

4,748; 

1,000; 

24,339? 

■  •:  i>27\ 

Union  of  South  Africa , . 

512  s 

8,758 

c/  11,35P  • 

c/.  6,ooo- 

c/  6,000 

, !  299,838! 

625,630! 

62;433; 

63,143  ! 

38,655 

a/  Declared  destination,  b/  Preliminary,  c/  Temporary  destination  Trieste. 
American  Embassy,  Manila. 


March  2T,  19^9 


Foreign  Crops  and 'Markets 


INDIA'S  COCONUT- SHORTAGE  SERIOUSLY 
AFFECTING  ITS  SOAP  INDUSTRY 

Production  Of  coconuts  and  coconut  oil  in  India  has  failed  to  keep 
pace  with  the  sharply  increasing  demands  of  the  Indian  soap  industry. 
The  shortage  of  domestic  supplies  has  "become  more  apparent  in  recent 
months  "because  of  difficulties  in  obtaining  adequate  supplier  from 
Ceylon.    Extremely  high  prices  for  coconut  oil  have  made  it  difficult 
for  the  soap  industry  to  meet  competitive  prices  for  soap.    In  December 
coconut  oil  prices  in  Cochin  ranged  from  1,918  to  2,016  rupees  ($575  to 
$605)  per  long  ton,    an  increase  of  nearly  50  percent  from  the  correspond- 
ing prices  in  19^7  = 

The  growing  per  capita  consumption  of  soap,  together  with  a  rapidly 
expanding  population,-  has  necessitated  ^increased  imports  of  copra  and 
coconut  oil  into  India  since  1930..  The  per  capita  consumption  of  soap 
prior  to  World  War  I  i3  estimated  to  have  heen  only  k  ounces.    This  had 
increased  to  8  ounces  by  the  time  World  War  II  had  ended.  Current 
estimates  of  consumption  are  12  ounces  per  person  and  expectations  are 
that  this  will  rise  to  16  ounces  within  the  next  5  years..  Sl 

MALAYAN,  PALM-OIL  EXPORTS  IN  19^8 
■GREATER  THAN  YEAP  BEFORE 

British  Malaya  exported  ^8,611  long  tons  of  palm  oil  in  19^8. 
About  96  percent  of  this  quantity,  which .exceeded  total  shipments  in 
19^7  by  3,^+80  tons,  was  purchased  by  the  United  Kingdom. 

December  exports  of  palm  oil,  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy, 
Egypt  and  Syria,  totaled  k, 356  long  tons.     This  was  nearly  one-fourth 
less  than  the  5,705  tons  shipped  out  in  the  preceding  month.     Of  the 
total  shipments  in  December,  2,335  tons  were  from  the  Federation  of 
Malaya .    The  balance  came  from  Singapore  c 

Exports  of  palm  kernels  from  Malaya  in  19^8  came  to  6,^72  long 
tons,  an  increase  of  23  percent  over  the  total  for  19^7.    Nearly  70 
percent  was  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,    France  purchased  20  percent 
of  the  total  and  the  balance  was  bought  by  the  Netherlands. 

There  were  8l8  long  tons  of  palm  kernels  shipped  from  Malaya  in 
December.    All  of  this,   317  tons  more  than  the  quantity  exported  in 
the  preceding  month,  was  sent  to  France. 

TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

CEYLON'S  19^9  TEA  PRODUCTION  FORECAST 
SLIGHTLY  LARGER;  EXPORTS  INCREASE 

Ceylon's  tea  production  for  the  calendar  year  19^9  has  been  forecast 
at  29^  million  pounds.    This  compares  with  approximately  276  million 
pounds  in  19kQ.,  299  million  pounds  in  I9U7,  and  the  1935-39  average  of 
232  million  pounds,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Embassy  in 
Colombo. 
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The  Island's  1948  exports  of  "black  tea  have  "been  reported  at  .296 
million  pounds  as  compared  with  287  million  pounds  in  1947,  292  million 
pounds  in  1946 ,  and  an  annual  average  of  222  million  pounds  during  the 
period  1935-39.    There  were  no  recorded  exports  of  green  tea  from 
Ceylon  during  1948.    The  total  value  of  1948  tea  exports  is  reported. at 
about  590  million  rupees  (178  million  dollar's)  as  compared  with  an 
annual  average  of  164  million  rupees  (60  million  dollars)  during  the 
prewar  years  1935-39.    Ceylcn  exported,  about  98  million  pounds  of  tea 
to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1948,  as  compared  with  108  million  pounds  in 
19^7  and  lJ+9  million  pounds  in  1946.    The  United  States  was  Ceylon's 
second  best  customer,  importing  about  42  million  pounds  of  Ceylon  tea 
in  1948  as  compared  with  21  million  pounds  in  1947  and  45  million,  pounds 
in  1946. 

Ronald  C.  Brooks,  Vice  President  of  the  Ceylon  Association  in 
London  and  Chairman  of  the  International  Tea  Committee,  while  in  Colombo 
in  October,  1948,  stated'  that  the  outlook  f©r  Ceyl&n  tea  was  doubtful. 
.He  said  that  unless  early  attempts  are  made  to  reduce  tea  production 
costs  in  Ceylon,  reduce  taxes  en  tea,  and  to  re -open  London  auctions, 
Ceylon  teas  would  not  regain  their  prewar  reputation  for  good  quality 
at  fair  prices.    He  expressed  the  view  that  if  these  steps  are  not  taken, 
the  Island's  tea  industry  might  be  seriously  Jeopardized. 

The  Ceylon  Government  is  reported  to  have  proposed  to  the  United 
Kingdom  a  renewal  of  the  tea  contract  which  expired  in  December,  1948 
and  re -opening  of  auction  sales.    The  new  contract  would  provide  for 
bulk  sales  of  a  large  part  ©f  the  1949  crop  to  the  British  Ministry  of 
Food.    Auction  sales  in  Colombo  and  Lendon  would  be  re -opened  for  the 
disposal  of  quantities  which  are  not  sold  through  bulk  sales. 

COLOMBIA'S  1948-49  COFFEE  CROP  .  - 

LOWER;  1948  EXPORTS  HIGHER 

Colombia's  1948-49  coffee  crop  is  now  expected  to  be  about  3  percent 
below  the  1947-48  crop.    Exports  during  1948  were  5  percent  above  1947 
according  to  the  American  Embassy  in  Bogota. 

Weather  conditions  in  Colombia  have  been  generally  favorable  for 
the  1948-49  coffee  crop,  and  the  quality  of  ccffee  being  dried  is 
reported  very  good.     It  is  now  thought  that  exportable  coffee. from  the 
1948/49  crap  (July  to  June)  will  amount  t®  about  5,650,000  bags  of  60 
kilograms.    This  is  slightly  below  the  1947/48  exportable  production 
of  5,840,000  bags  but  substantially  above  the  1935/36 -1939 Ao  average 
of  4,202,vi00  bags. 

Colombia's  1948  coffee  exports  of  approximately  5,588,000  bags 
shows  an  increase  over  the  1947  exports  of  5,339,^00  bags  but  was  still 
slightly  below  the  1946  record  high  of  5,662,000  bags.    Dollar  returns 
from  1948  coffee  exports  were  $198,000,000  as  compared  with  $168,000,000 
in  1947  and  $138,600,000  in  1946. 
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Coffee  stocks  at  Colombian  ports  on  January  15,  1949  were  reported 
as  401,000  bags  compared  with  408,000  hags  on  January  10,  1948  and 
417,000  bags  on  January  15,  194-7.    Ho  statistics  are  available  regarding 
quantity  of  stocks  in  the  interior,  but  it  is  believed  that  these  stocks 
now  are  increasing  because  of  the  drop  in  New  York  Coffee  prices.    It  is 
estimated  that  almost  4-50,000  bags  of  coffee  are  consumed  in  Colombia 
each  year.    No  coffee  is  used  for  other  than  beverage  purposes  and  none 
is  destroyed.    About  two-thirds  of  local  consumption  is  made  from  black, 
broken  or  other  beans  which  are  below  export  quality. 


COLOMBIA:    Exports  of  green  coffee  in  1948, 
with  comparisons 


Destination 

Average 

1946 

1947  a/ 

1948  a/ 

1935-39 

1940-44 

United  States 
Other  Western 

Hemisphere 
Europe 
Other 

Total . 

1,000 
bags 

1,000 
bags 

1,000 
bags 

1,000 
bags 

1,000 
bags 

3,060 

150 
761 
2 

4,193 

115 
38 
21 

5,257 

215 

175 
15 

4,983  . 

/  176' 
163 
17 

5,215 

177 
160 
36 

3,973 

4,367 

5,662 

5,339 

5,588 

a/  Preliminary. 


Official  statistics  and  U.  S.  foreign  service  reports. 

No  census  of  the  number  of  coffee  trees  in  Colombia  has  been  taken, 
but  the  number  has  been  estimated  to  be  about  800  million  trees .  This 
figure  is  based  on  informal  information  received  from  the  National  Fed- 
eration of  Coffee  Growers  that  the  average  Colombian  coffee  tree  produces 
about  1  pound  of  milled  coffee  per  year. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

COTTON  TEXTILE  PRODUCTION  INCREASING 
IN  WESTERN  GERMANY 

The  German  cotton  textile  industry  made  remarkable  gains  in  pro- 
duction since  the  Bizonal  currency  reform  June  20,  1948. 

Yarn  production  in  Bizonal  Germany  increased  from  15. 6  million 
pounds  in  June  1948  to  24.9  million  pounds  in  Octoher  1948.     This  would 
indicate  that  the  mills  there  are  consuming  from  50,000  to  60,000  bales 
of  cotton  a  month,  which  is  nearly  double  the  monthly  rate  during  the 
1947-48  season.    Production  leveled  off  somewhat  in  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1948  but  with  the  arrival  of  ample  cotton  supplies  since  the  turn  of 
the  year,  production  has  made  further  gains  with  the  trend  still  upward. 
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The  most . important  effects  of  the  monetary  reform  itself  were  to  re- 
lease hoarded  stocks  of  raw  material,  arid  finished  products,  improve  labor 
efficiency,-  and  raise  the  morale ; of  the  entire  population  of  Western 
G-ermany.    The  release- of  hoarded  goods- and  .increased  production  have  filled 
long-empty  shelves  and  improved  the  food. supply  situation.  .The  upward 
trend  in  prices  has  also  come  to  a  halt. -; 

Labor  productivity  is  now  some  20  or  30  percent  higher  than  in  I9V7, 
and  this  will  he  maintained  if  the  situation  in  regard  to  prices,  wages, 
and  food  remains  steady.    However,  until  technical  efficiency  of  the  ma- 
chinery can  "be  improved  there  is  little  hope  of  any  further  increase  in 
labor  efficiency  in  the  near  future.    The  textile  plants  urgently  need 
long  overdue  repairs  and  replacements.    The  general  labor  supply  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ample  although  there x  is  need  for  additional  skilled  workers 
in  the  industry . 

Uncertain  supplies  of  raw  cotton,  shortages  of  skilled  labor  and  fuel, 
and  the  fact  that  much  of  the  machinery  is  damaged,  worn,  and  obsolete 
have  been  the  main  obstacles  in  increasing  cotton  production.  However, 
most  of  these- difficulties  have  now  been  overcome  to  some  extent. 

Work  stoppage  due  to  shortage  of  raw  cotton  has  become  less  frequent 
this  season  as  ample  supplies  of  raw  cotton'  are  now  reaching  Western 
Germany.    The  Bizone  has  3  sources  of  funds  for  the  procurement  of  cotton. 
First  are  Army  funds  for  the  prevention  of  disease  and  unrest.    There  is 
little  need  now,  however,  for  the  use  of  these  funds  for  the  procurement 
of  cotton.    The  other  2  sources  are  the  Economic  Cooperation  Administration 
funds  and  proceeds  from  the  export  of  German  products.    Since  October  19^8 
the  major  part  of  German  cotton  supplies  has  been  financed  by  ECA.  Through 
January  31,  19^9,  ECA  had  authorized  the  procurement  of  280,600  bales  of 
United  States  cotton  for  the  Bizone  and  77,500  bales  for  the  French  Zone. 
About  60  percent  of  this  cotton  had  been  shipped  by  the  end  of  January  19^9 . 
The  United  States  has  supplied  most  of  the  cotton  Western  Germany  has  con- 
sumed since  World  War  II  and  in  the  first  6  months  of  the  current  season 
has  supplied  practically  all  cotton  it  has  imported.    The  United  States  in 
the  first  6  months  of  the  present  season  exported  272,000  bales  of  cotton 
to  Western  Germany  which  now  ranks  as  one  of  the  ,most  important  markets  for 
American  cotton. 

Although  the  cotton  textile  industry  has  made  a  remarkable  recovery, 
production  is  still  below  prewar.    The  demand  for  textiles  is  still  strong 
and  production  can  hardly  meet  day-to-day  requirements  much  less  catch  up 
with  the  backlog  of  accumulated  demand.    Bationing  and  price  controls  are 
still  strictly  maintained  in  Western  Germany.    German  consumers  are  re- 
ported to  be  getting  between  ^0  and  50  percent  of  the  Bizone  production. 
A  large  share  of  the  German  textile  production  is  exported  as  a  direct 
means  of  acquiring  foreign  exchange  needed  for  the  procurement  of  raw 
cotton. 


(Text  continued  on  Page  21+9) 
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COTTON- PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS., 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign  markets 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the 
U.S.  gulf -port  average 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 

Date 
19^9 

"    Unit  of 

weight 

Unit  of 
currency 

:  Price  in 
:  .  foreign 
currency 

Equivalent 
U.S.  cents 
per  pound 

_  -  :  :  :  —  

Alexandria 

-_ — _  ,  

Jtvantar 

J5—X  1 

QQ    OS  Its 

Tallari 
11 

47.35 

4r>.3:> 

no  oc 
1 0 . 

63.35 

j  J « 
3  /  .°4 

6^  38 

►  .  ..   ?  /  .uj? 

AnViTrwiini      1?      ■  TT 

Karnak,  Good .............. 

t. 

it 

Karnak    F  G  F 

11 

tt 

A 

Candy 

t  ■  it 

78k  lbs . 

.Rupee 
tt 

620.00 
650*00 
■  ■ "  •■  ^not- 

23.86 
25.01 

« available ) 

it  . 

ITnTrmnl  a      TTntj+'  " A ■Pr*i r>nn   

IlclULjJclJ-Cl* ,    JJao  l»   JaJ.  X  1UCUI  •  .  «  .  « 

it 

.  tt 

Karachi 

Maufid 

kP  Pun  ia"h     FT  fi-  TPi'ne 

J— 10 
it 

82  28  lbs 

it  . 

0  / .  5U 
96. 80 
98.00 

35.49 
35.93 

It 

doyly  Punjab,  S.G.,  Fine... 

It 

Buenos  Aires 

Metric,  ton. 

Type  B  

3  17 

2204.6  lbs. 

Peso 

a/33  ^0-.  00 

45.24 

Lima 

Sp.  quintal 

Tanguis ,  Type  5 . .  

3-0:6 

101,4  lbs. 

Sol 

b/  (not 

quoted) 

it 

11 

b/  (not 

quoted) 

Eecife 

Arroba. 

3-17 
ti 

.33,07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

.215.00 
.215.00 

35.37 
35.37 

:  tt 

Sao  Paulo 

11 

11 

202.00 

33.23  ■ 

Torre  on  ' 

Sp .  quintal 

Middling,  15/16"  

tt 

101 X  lbs. 

Peso 

'  192.00 

27,13 

Houston -Galvest on-New 

Orleans  avv  Mid.  15/16" . . . 

n 

Pound 

Cent 

xxxxx 

32.50 

Quotations  of  foreign  markets  reported  by'  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign.  Service  posts 
abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 

a/   Nominal . .    .  . 

b/   Omitted  from  last  reek's  table:    Lima,.  I'arch  9,194.9,  not  available. 


2h9 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  58 ,  No,  12 


19^6  MID-SEASON  ALMOND  REPORT --(Continued  from  Page  235) 

Early  in  the  season  it  was  anticipated  by  many  that  because  of 
a  small  Italian  olive  oil  output,  almonds  and  hazelnuts    would  again 
be  iised  for  oil.    The  Italian  Government  has  made  arrangements  to 
import  vegetable  oils,  and  to  this  writing  there  has  been  no  report 
of  nuts  being  crushed  for  oil.    The  world  markets  at  present  are  rather 
slow.    It  is  not  expected  that  a  strong  export  will  develop  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season.    The  United  States  has  recently  purchased 
limited  quantities  of  bar-type  almonds  in  Italy,  and  it  appears  now 
that  small  lots  of  this  type  will  continue  to  be  purchased  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season.  .  : 

WORLD  EGG  PRODUCTION  - - -  (Continued  from  Page  232) 

Contrary  to  earlier  trade  estimates,  the-  19^8  chicken  hatch  in 
Argentina  was  not  more  than  5  percent  above  the  19^7  hatch,  notwith- 
standing a  favorable  egg -feed  price  relationship.    Feed  prices  to  " 
poultrymen  may  be  higher  in  19^9  but  the  current  price  of  chickens  and 
eggs  is  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  Argentina.    This  indicates'  a  strong 
consumer  demand  and  exports  of  eggs  and  chickens  are  apt  to  be'  small 
as  the  world  price  level  of  eggs  and  poultry/  in  comparison  with  present 
Argentine  prices, is  not  favorable  to  exports. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world 
agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this 
report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker , 'Chairman, 'C .  M. 
Purves,  Floyd  E. .Davis ,  Karen  J.  Friedmann,  Constance  H.  Farnworth,  and 
Stanley  Mehr. 

:  COTTCN  AND  OTHER  FIBER 
(Continued  from  Page  21+7) 

It  is  estimated  that  about  83  percent  of  the  available  spindles 
were  active  in  the  latter  part  of  I9J+8.    Also,  there  are  about  .1,000,000 
additional  spindles  that  can  be  put  into  operation  when  repaired.. 
The  present  program  plans  full  use  of  existing  spindle  capacity  and 
putting  back  in  operation  most  of  the  spindles  requiring  repair.  The 
Bizone  Government  plans  to  raise  cotton  consumption  by  1952  almost  to 
the  1936  level  of  840,000  bales.  ... 

How  long  it  will  take  to  replace  or  repair  these  spindles  depends 
on  how.  fast  new  machinery  and  parts  can  be  turned  out.    The  output  of 
textile  machinery  has  been  greatly  increased  but  is  still  far  below 
requirements.    There  must  be  some  adjustment  in  the  industry  to 
compensate  for  the  cessation  of  trade  with  Eastern  Germany. 

Consumption  requirements  in  the  Bizone  for  the  1949-50  season  have 
been  estimated  at  680,000  bales,  which  is  about  equal  to  the  present 
rate.    This  would  indicate  that  even  assured  ample  supplies  of  raw 
cotton  the  limiting  factor  in  the  near  future  may  be  inability  to 
expand  present  mill  capacity. 


